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I. Basis of the report 



1 This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to tlie receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages til , as originally filed, 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the demand, 
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, filed with the letter of 



the claims, 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-25 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

. , filed with the letter of 



the drawings, 



sheets/fig ^_ 
sheets/fig _ 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig _ 
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, as originally filed, . 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, , filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

1 I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
J ' ' — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-25 



YES 
NO 

1-25 YES 

NO 



1-25 YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

1 . Prior art 



Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: US-B1-6 263 641 (CARRE PATRICK G ET AL) 24 July 

2001 (2001-07-24) 
D2 : WO 01 82817 A (CLOSURE MEDICAL CORP) 8 November 

2001 (2001-11-08) 
D3 : US-A-4 402 407 (MALY GEORGE P) 6 September 1983 
(1983-09-06) 



2 • Claim 1 



Document Dl, which is considered the prior art most 
relevant to the subject matter of claim 1, discloses 
(see figure 5 and column 7, line 7 to column 8, 
line 64) packaging, from which the subject matter of 
claim 1 differs in that it includes a plate provided 
with projections so as to allow a gas to be diffused 
onto and around the objects contained by the 
packaging and, in a non- diffusing position, to 
prevent a gas from being diffused onto and around 
the objects contained. 
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The subject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) • 

The present invention can therefore be considered to 
address the problem of preventing decontaminating 
gas from penetrating, without preventing the 
packaging from being sterilised using a sterilising 
gas . 

The solution to the above problem proposed in 
claim 1 of the present application is considered to 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), since 
the cited documents (D2 , D3) contain nothing to 
indicate the use of a plate provided with 
projections so as to allow or prevent (according to 
position) the diffusion of gas onto and around the 
objects contained by the packaging. 

3 . Claim 18 

Independent claim 18 concerns a method of production 
adapted specifically for producing the packaging as 
per claim 1 and thus also meets the PCT requirements 
in respect of novelty and inventive step. 

4. Claims 22-25 

Independent claims 22 to 25 concern uses of the 
packaging as per claim 1 and thus also meet the PCT 
requirements in respect of novelty and inventive 
step. 

5 . Dependent claims 

Claims 2 to 17 are dependent on claim 1 and thus 
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also comply, as such, with the PCT requirements in 
respect of novelty and inventive step. 

Claims 19 to 21 are dependent on claim 18 and thus 
also comply, as such, with the PCT requirements in 
respect of novelty and inventive step. 

Formalities 

Independent claim 1 has not been drafted in two 
parts, as required by PCT Rule 6.3(b), with a 
preamble containing the combination of features 
known from the prior art (document Dl) (PCT Rule 
6.3(b) (i)), and a characterising part containing the 
remaining features (PCT Rule 6.3(b) (ii) ) . 



Form PCT/EPE A/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



